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After 1906 it was not so, and Grey worked under handicaps in
this respect shared by none of his predecessors.1
Professor Pf ibram adds that while no British statesman desired
the war, many, especially in the foreign office, held it inevitable,
but Lansdowne and Grey did not. That also is true; and in so
far as Grey during nearly nine years of office clung to the hope
of averting war and then failed to avert it, he may, of course,
be ticketed as a failure. In part he was the victim of his virtues;
for just as the Campbell-Bannerman government's generously
meant moderation in shipbuilding only encouraged German
statesmen to think they could outbuild Great Britain, so the
honourable and sincere attempts, which Grey made between
Agadir and August 1914 to conciliate Germany and deprive her
of any excuse for a sense of grievance, helped to foster the danger-
ous illusion that Great Britain would not stand by France. But
at all times it was—and he knew it—his duty not only to seek
peace, but to prepare against war. In the shadow of all that
Great Britain suffered through entering the European war, men
still often criticize as 'entanglements* those policies of Grey's,
which helped to bring her in. They do not ask themselves what
would have happened had she stood out. But the event made
it fairly certain that in that case Germany would have conquered
Europe; and when she had done so, Great Britain would have
been a victim without hope or resource. If, as is the strong pre-
sumption, nothing that a British statesman could do would have
averted eventual war between his country and Germany, then
credit is due to that statesman who ensured that when Great
Britain, France, and Russia had to fight for their lives, they stood
together to do so, and did not wait to be overwhelmed piecemeal.
1 See Appendix G, section 3.
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